Focus on Malaria
As a United Nations accredited non-governmental organization with consultative status with the Economic and Social Council, FAWCO has an obligation to work for a better world and to help achieve the Millennium Development Goals.  The 8 MDGs present a huge and varied challenge and we have long realized that to be effective and make a significant impact on the MDGs, it would be best to have an NGO focus on one goal. Malaria seemed to be the logical choice, since it is an attainable goal and one that FAWCO could easily influence. Malaria is a preventable tragedy that impacts so many other problems – health, child mortality, poverty and hunger, primary school education, maternal health, the environment - probably 7 of the 8 MDGs. 
In 2004, I proposed to the outgoing FAWCO board that we try to get our member organizations to work together on the global problem of malaria and was given approval to bring this challenge to the membership. On March 18, 2005 the delegates to the FAWCO conference in Birmingham, England were asked if they would like to pull together on one MDG project – so that together we could try to make - not a small difference - but a big impact.  They responded with an enthusiastic yes to tackling the malaria prevention together!  Since its founding in 1931, FAWCO has worked for the well being of children - so it is appropriate that for our first joint global effort we focus on malaria – the single largest killer of children in the world.  

Conference Mandate on Malaria
On March 21, 2005, I presented a two part mandate to the delegates, which was unanimously accepted. 

The 1st part was a mandate for the future;  "At the 2005 FAWCO Conference in Birmingham, the delegates committed to take on one of the world’s great problems and unanimously agreed to: “take up the global challenge for reducing poverty and improving lives by promoting and supporting the Millennium Development Goals. More specifically, they resolved to address the tragedy of malaria by encouraging FAWCO's members to make a significant commitment to worldwide malaria prevention."

The second part of the mandate set a short term goal for the commemoration of FAWCO’s 75th anniversary: 
“In a shared vision to halt and begin to reverse the incidence of malaria, FAWCO set a target of $75,000 to be reached by its 75th anniversary in Berlin, March 2006.”

I am happy to report that the second part of the mandate was far surpassed with us raising over $100,000 for malaria prevention by March 2006.  The first part of the mandate calls for a long term and sustainable commitment and here too we are already reporting exciting initial success. I hope that we will pursue this focus in some form even after our fund raising initiatives end and I am grateful for the wonderful support and commitment demonstrated by so many of our members.  
NetWorks
With this mandate, FAWCO NetWorks was born, with the initial goal of supplying long lasting insecticide treated bed nets to some of the world’s most vulnerable women and children. The FAWCO Foundation joined us in this endeavor with “Malaria Matters”, a complimentary fund-raising effort with a focus on selling certificates for the purchase of ITNs.  Our $75,000 goal represented not only our 75th birthday, but also, one insecticide treated malaria net, per member of FAWCO, or 15,000 nets. With our NetWorks initiative we have purchased 19,000 nets, with $9000 of the $75,000, still to be spent on additional nets. We consider our $75,000 goal to be net specific and we are happy to confirm that all money that was raised specifically for nets will be spent for this purpose. 
Fund Raising
With unsurpassed enthusiasm and commitment, FAWCO members, the FAWCO Foundation, FAUSA, individuals and friends contributed to our fund raising campaign. Money was raised by swims, auctions, bake sales, teas, certificate sales, raffles, poetry readings, dinners, luncheons, wine tastings and parties of every sort. Over 50 FAWCO organizations contributed to this fund raising success.  
BioVision - FAWCO’s Partner 
FAWCO went through a long and involved search to find the right recipient for our donations. There were many organizations and agencies ready to take our money, but we soon realized that giving people nets - without getting to the root of the malaria problem and without controls - would not get the desired results.  The 20% reduction in malaria deaths that comes from sleeping under a mosquito net is not good enough. What is needed is an integrated and sustainable approach to malaria eradication that uses nets as one factor in prevention and that will save more lives.  

BioVision

In the Swiss Foundation, BioVision we found a partner that offers us know-how, resources, transparency and documented results and that welcomes our participation and input.  BioVision is a Swiss based, not for profit foundation with a global mandate to alleviate poverty and improve lives while maintaining precious natural resources.  Education, local empowerment and the use of ecologically-friendly pest control methods are major pillars of the projects along with bed nets.  Their mission is to “Think and Act Ecologically” and everything they do is based on self-help and not aid. BioVision uses an integrated approach to malaria prevention which involves the use of natural pesticides to treat the water born larvae, the removal of breeding sites, educating and involving the recipients and village leaders in decision making, encouraging responsibility as well as the use of bed nets. Detailed information on BioVision, our projects, and the disbursement of funds can be found on the FAWCO website at: http://www.fawco.org/ngo_un_issues/malaria_mandate.html 

BioVision Projects in Nyabondo and Malindi Kenya
We are partnering with BioVision in their 2 pilot projects in Malindi and Nyabondo, Kenya.  These are two projects that we can support with pride and confidence. Although the mosquitoes cannot be completely eliminated, a mosquito reduction of at least 90% is the anticipated goal. 
The Nyabondo project was started in 2004 and is already showing significant positive results. In less than a year, there has been over a 90% reduction in mosquitoes and an over 50% reduction in malaria cases, saving many lives. Nyabondo is a rural area located in the western highlands above Lake Victoria and covers an area of 30 km2. A large part of Nyabondo is a plain above the Rift Valley with clay soil. The clay is used for the production of bricks and this is an important source of income. Rain water accumulates in the thousands of man made pits created in brick production offering ideal breeding habitats for the larval stages of the Anopheles mosquitoes. There are an estimated 35000 people living within the project zone. 

Malindi is Kenya’s 10th largest urban area.  This is a new project started in 2005 and we are currently supplying the population with long lasting insecticide treated nets, with our NetWorks contribution. Malindi is a tourist destination on the Indian Ocean coast, approximately 100 km north of Mombassa. The project covers 16 km2 and has a densely populated old center. The total population of Malindi is estimated in the range of 80’000 people. Here too malaria is a huge problem and most of the breeding sites are man-made but our activities are already showing significant results and success.  
World Swim
As part of the NetWorks initiative, FAWCO joined the global fund-raising “World Swim for Malaria”. This event turned out to be an important tool in helping us reach our fundraising goal with $35,000 raised to purchase nets. The excellent World Swim website and the possibility of creating on line “sponsor me” pages, added to the success of our swims which took place in pools, oceans and even a bath tub and involved all ages – from grandmothers to babies!  I am pleased to report, that at our urging, $20,000 of the money we raised for the World Swim bought nets for the BioVision projects in Malindi and Nyabondo. The next World Swim for Malaria is planned for April 2008. 
Malaria Web Site

With the help of FAWCO’s Web Team, a new malaria section on the FAWCO website was set up which includes information on all our activities, malaria, BioVision - our partner in integrated malaria prevention,  World Swim, activities, information on donating, and valuable links to promote malaria prevention. Visit: http://www.fawco.org/ngo_un_issues/malaria_mandate.html.  The site continues to grow and Alicia Higa from the AWC Bern has volunteered to help maintain, organize and keep the malaria and the FAWCO NGO site up to date.  
NetWork’s focus continues with the FAWCO Foundation’s Global Concerns Fund
At the Berlin Conference it was decided that we would continue our malaria initiative and support of BioVision with the FAWCO Foundation’s new Global Concerns Fund (GCF). The purpose of the newly established fund is to focus on and support a United Nations Millennium Development Goal in conjunction with the ongoing concerns of FAWCO's Global Concerns Committees and UN liaisons. The GCF will normally be for a two year period – however in this case it will be just until the Lyon Conference or the end of this FAWCO board’s term.  For information on the Global Concerns Fund see the separate report under the FAWCO Foundation. 
Paula Daeppen NetWorks Coordinator
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