Pony Express – detailed program
Flag Ceremony 

Pledge of Allegiance 

National Anthem 

Program: 

Welcome & Introduction 

Pony Express PPT 

Skit  [Skit does a great job of reinforcing much of the info in the PPT.]

Song:  My Home’s in Montana 

Mail Then & Now (video from http://howstuffworks.com)

Activity: Write a letter to President Obama and put into a “mailbox.” *  Children given three questions to answer in their letters or maybe given the starts to some sentences. [eg. I am an American.  I live in the country of Qatar.  I’m learning ___________________.   [Rationale for doing this: Few children in many places overseas know how letters are mailed or received because a parent brings them home from work.  In the US most of us have mail delivered to our houses.]

Take home activity: Design your own commemorative stamp.  Hand out outline of perforated stamp for them to complete.    Needs to be explained somewhere in the program or in conclusion.
State of the Month:  Missouri     [beginning of Pony Express route] 

Conclusion:   (Thanks to:  scouts, Americana Committee  members;  sponsor)

Announcement about April program: money and store.  Donations needed for store. 
Retiring of Colors (Scouts)
Supplies needed:

Mailbox (made from rectangular box, flag added; slit for mail)
Computer

Projector

Screen

Paper, pencils or crayons  (and envelopes?) for letters

* Letters put into envelopes and addressed; later opened, photocopied, and bundled with cover letter to the President.  You’ll probably receive one generic letter back along with a photo of the President and a few other things but you should definitely get a response. When response is received, you can photocopy it and give each child a copy of his/her original letter and the response from the President.]

