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Melting Pot –detailed program
 We ask everyone who is interested (parents and children) to come dressed in the dress of the country they’re from, their ancestors came from, or someplace they have lived.  The idea is to show the different dress and cultures that are stirred into the pot make up the flavor that is America.

pre-program:  Volunteer will ask each child where he or she is from (country of origin or ancestor’s country of origin) and put it on a tag that the child will wear.

PROGRAM: 
Flag Ceremony (Scouts) 

Pledge (Scout)

National Anthem 

Welcome & Introduction  Teach vocab: (melting pot, migrate, immigrate, emigrate); mention Ellis Island; introduce tour guide)

“Tour” to Statue of Liberty  Tour guide(high school student or parent and Statue of Liberty (child) 

Song:  “My Bonnie Lies Over the Ocean”  

Activity:  Why did I come to the US?  *  Directions (below)**
Each child receives a pre-printed passport that they’ll put their name on.  Then we’ll have them visit each station to learn why many people from that country or area left their home country and went to the United States.  Adults at stations tell or let children discover something about what those people contributed to American culture.  The reason can be told in a story, with posters, with a skit, with music—however people would like to do it. (List below chosen because of background of parents involved in planning; many others would also be appropriate.)  Child receives sticker or stamp in passport when finished with station.
                English – religious persecution
                Irish – potato famine
                Africans (West) – slavery & talk about the influence of African music on US music
                Chinese – laborers who built the railroads in the Western US
                Mexicans – Texas land disputes
                Native Americans -- who were already there!
Summary : Q&A with children on what they’ve learned  
Song: “America the Beautiful” 
Becoming an American (brief explanation of what people must do to become a citizen—some of which the kids have been learning!)  Maybe parent who has been naturalized can lead.
Melting Pot:  Have children put their country of origin tag into pot and recap idea that we’re all mixtures.
Conclusion, Announcements, Closing 


Recap, thanks, announcements, next program
Retiring of Colors
*Preparation:  
Need tour guide and child for Statue of Liberty
Need green sheet or cloth for Statue of Liberty
Need Statue of Liberty’s torch 

Need pot with “Melting Pot” sign on it

Stickers  or rubber stamps to use at each station to put in passports once children understand what they’re expected to know.


British: crown


Irish: shamrock


Africans: drum


Chinese: Chinese character


Mexican: sombrero


Native Americans: feather
**Activity Directions: (read by tour guide)

We’ve talked about what many people saw when they came to the US (the Statue of Liberty).  Now we need to find out why people would leave their homes around the world and come with nothing to a new country.  We’re going to give each of you a passport so that you can travel around to six countries or areas of the world.  You need to find out two things about each country or area:  1) why people left their homelands and, 2) what those people contributed to the United States.  You’ll need to come back with twelve pieces of information, two for each country or area.  Can you do that?  Yes?, then let’s get our passports and go.  Can I have the first ___ people stand and get your passports and you can begin traveling.  (Do same for each group of 5-10 children, depending on total attendance; groups will be roughly divided by age since younger children often sit near the front.)


