The Lady Liberty Story
(Note: Asterisk denotes a quip by Lady Liberty)
Welcome to American Tours, boys and girls! This stop – Liberty Island

America’s most famous immigrant arrived in the United States in 1885; that’s almost 125 years ago. * (Asterisk indicates Lady Liberty’s line) 

Who was that famous immigrant? A beautiful lady called the Statue of Liberty.

Her story begins long ago in France. A man named Frederick Bartholdi had a big problem. * He has been asked to complete a statue as a birthday gift from France to the United States for America’s 100th birthday.

His deadline was July 4th. He was beside himself. “It just can’t be done,” he said. “It will not be finished on time!”

In his workshop plaster was flying everywhere. Tools were banging, materials were flying, and workmen were busily climbing up and down * inside the statue, racing to finish it on time. 
The suddenly, a wonderful idea came to Bartholdi. If he couldn’t complete the whole statue on time, he thought he could at least finish part of it and send it on time for America’s birthday. Seeing part of the statue, Americans could imagine what the she’d look like when she was finished. So he did just that. He sent a package with 21 pieces in it. One piece alone was 16 feet high. Can you guess which piece that was? (Her Hand *)

The nail on her thumb was 13 inches long. * And her finger is even taller than me!

Well, when the package finally arrived in America, the people were amazed and delighted.

And finally, 8 years later, Lady Liberty was completed. She stood tall and proud overlooking the rooftops in Paris, France, for one year while she waited for the Americans to build a stand or pedestal for her. 
Finally, when the pedestal was ready, she was taken apart and put into boxes. How many boxes do you suppose it took to pack her all up? * (214)

One box that was 8 feet long held just one of her curls! 

She weighed 225Tons *

Her mouth was 3 feet wide! *

Her nose was 4.5 feet long! * 

The Statue of Liberty represents our nation’s independence (Freedom)

There is a poem engraved on her pedestal, part of it goes like this 
Give me your * 

For the immigrants, that first glimpse of Lady Liberty brought mixed feelings of hope, fear, and a sense of relief that their long journey had ended. They could look forward to a better life of freedom and opportunity in America. 

Today, the magnificent lady still stands there greeting travelers as they enter New York harbor. Maybe she even still comforts new immigrants arriving each day in America to start a new life of freedom. 

OK, now you have 5 minutes for pictures and then back to the boat the rest of the tour.

Statue of Liberty’s lines

(Age 125 years ago) “Excuse me. Didn’t you know it’s impolite to talk about a lady’s age?

(A big problem) “Excuse me? He had a problem with me?”

(Workers climbing up and down) “I thought those were ants” 

(16 feet. Do you know which piece that was) [Lady Liberty moves her hand that is holding the tablet]

(Thumb nail) “I just had a manicure!” 

(Taken apart and put in a box) “Exactly 214 boxes!” 

(225 tons) “You don’t have to tell the whole world how much I weigh!” 

(Mouth is 3ft wide) “But nobody has ever called me a big mouth/”

(nose 4.5ft long) “But I’m no Pinocchio!”

(Poem:  Give me your) “Give me your tired, 
your poor, 
your huddled masses 
yearning to breathe free, 
The wretched refuse 
of your teeming shore, 

Send these, the homeless, 
tempest tossed to me, 

I lift my lamp 
beside the golden door.

