Branches of Government – Detailed program  (done in February with flag ceremony outside)
Outside:

· Flag Ceremony (Marines) (Marines have their own flag ceremony)
· Pledge of Allegiance (led by Marines)
· National Anthem 

· Photo Ops for children with Marines

Inside:  (play songs familiar to children while we’re assembling)

Intro:  [have three teens or parents stand in front with signs: Legislative, Executive, Judicial; have them move about periodically to show that no branch superior to the others.]

· Welcome
· Thanks to Marines (We’re going to sing Marine Corps Hymn next ]

· Song:  Marine Corps Hymn (first verse only)
· Again say “Thank You” to the Marines

· Intro:  

· What special holiday did we have this month?  (President’s Day)  Why?

· What do we also celebrate in February?  (Black History Month)

· Today we want to talk not just about presidents but about all of our federal—national--government.  Listen carefully because you’ll need this information later.
· When we talk about government we talk about the branches of government.  What do you think they mean by “branches?”

· PPT  [Have children say names of government branches]
· Videos:  “Three Branches of Government” & “Checks & Balances” ( Facts of Congress from Internet) or School House Rock videos on “Preamble” & “How a Bill Becomes a Law”
· State of the Month – Washington  
Outside:  [Move out after State of the Month]

· Activity :  Three Branches of Government

· People (three adults or students) with signs** post themselves in three different locations around but away from edge of circle. 

· Children will be in center and in response to questions, will move toward correct answer:  “Judicial,” “Legislative,” or “Executive.”    Note:  there may be a trick question or two.
Announcements:

· Why we’re not retiring the flag (It’s lit at night.)

· Next programs:  

· Each child receives flag*.  Please treat it properly and don’t let it touch the ground.
* Flags ordered from Oriental Trading.  Check to be sure flags not attached to stick upside down!  We found one batch that way.

** Suggest making signs with graphics to help reinforce name.  Could be made with graphics.

