Americana for Children--Election Program
(detailed program)

Arrival
Check in at door [Roster of children attending later used as voter registration roster]
Give name tag and give parents program (to hold for children)
Ask kids to sit down on the carpet

Opening (door closed till end of anthem)
      Flag ceremony (Scouts) (Everyone rises, right hand over heart)
      Pledge of  Allegiance led by scout  (words projected on screen or on poster board)
      National Anthem  (words projected on screen or on poster board)

Welcome and explanation of decorations & day's program; ask who is current president, etc. 
Discussion of elections, campaigning, individuals' voting responsibility and freedom
Introduction of party candidates (for President and Vice President)
[Put up the easel for poster ]

Speeches: (short, 4-5 points each)
 
Red Party campaign speech (party platform)
 
White Party campaign speech (party platform)
 
Blue Party campaign speech (party platform)
Re-cap of responsibility, explains how voting works 
Re-cap party platforms, urging children to remember which party they want to vote for 
Introduce activity (3-6 year olds; 7-8 year olds; 9-12 year olds**)
           -  All but 5th graders go to specified activity area
           -  Volunteers  help kids at the polling booth 
           -  5th graders start the voting
          Procedure:
 
- Line up
 
-  Check name off voting roster, each voter signs roster
 
-  Give ballot
  
-  Voter goes into booth* & marks their ballot  -  Voter puts ballot into central ballot box
  
-  Give each person who has voted an "I VOTED " sticker
         Once voting completed (by all children attending)
               -  Adults open ballot box (with some of scouts or 5th graders?)
               -  Ask for 3 volunteer from those not in flag ceremony or campaign to tally votes + one adult
               -  Tally votes
    Background sing-along ?
    Winner announced 
    Brief explanation of Inauguration 
Closing 
       Thank scouts, parent volunteers, attendees for coming and announce next program 
Retire Colors

*Voting booths made from large boxes or bookcases and sheets to stress secret ballot
** Divide into groups for age-appropriate activity
