Jane McCall Politi Ph.D.         May 31, 2015

Notes and reflections on the

UN – Informal Interactive Hearings with Representatives of NGOs, Civil Society, Major Groups and the Private Sector on the Post-2015 Development Agenda.

May 26-27

The interactive hearings were held in the General Assembly Hall, which is beautiful with lush, thick green carpets, but not the most useful venue for dialoging.  A number of NGO’s and Civil Society Reps. were present that had actively participated in the CSW. Unfortunately, there were not many Member States on the floor. However, a few presented during the time allotted to them - after the panelists and before the stakeholder respondents. There was a Q&A after each roundtable. The hearings were Web cast on UN WEBTV.

The four roundtable discussions centered on Declaration; Sustainable Development Goals, Targets and Indicators; Means of Implementation and Global Partnership for Sustainable Development; Monitoring, Review and Follow-up.

An official summary of the hearings will be ready within the first week of June and will be sent (only) to Member States. 

The co –facilitators of intergovernmental negotiations on the Post-2015 agenda are H.E. David Donoghue - Permanent Rep. from Ireland and H.E. Macharia Kamau - Permanent Rep. from Kenya.

The co-facilitators of Financing for Development Process are Ambassador Geir O. Pederson from Norway and Ambassador George Talbot from Guyana.

The Financing for Development Office is integral to implementation of the SDGs. There was a parallel meeting of the FDP on May26. Mr. Alexander Trepelkov from the Financing for Development Office moderated roundtable 3 on Means of Implementation and Global Partnership. 

Presently, there are 17 goals, 169 targets and 300 indicators.*  Comments, assertions, questions, passion, and hope for the future briefly told the back story of politics on one hand, deep dedication to people and the planet on the other, and the effort to find a way to cooperate with transparency and accountability to make a more sustainable world.

From this emerged an impression that the UN hierarchy is going horizontal: it will gradually need to become more of a network in order to reach the goals of prosperity and universal peace.

But fulfilling the promises of the agenda has possible pitfalls. If I understood correctly, Member States will welcome collaboration of NGOs and Civil Society, but the NGO’s etc. have to approach the Member States. This seems counterproductive and contrary to the idea of a true partnership.(personal reflection)

The Member States require equal accountability for all Stakeholders.  Many Member States have shirked and /or avoided their responsibility to protect the human rights of their own citizens and of others living in their communities.  Now there is the risk that they will have the opportunity to scapegoat the Stakeholders, including NGOs, and grassroots organizations. (personal reflection)

Education. The topic of education surfaced in appeals to include reproductive and sexual education in school curriculums for youth, and to change the view of education from just a means for generating money to a means for creating a whole person who can think, act and change, by protecting his/her human rights and psychological well-being. School systems need to incorporate discussions on inequalities based on race and intolerance. The representative from the Global Campaign for Education recommended teacher training to improve quality of education for all, and to strengthen the states’ systems to ensure education delivery. Learn from each other what works best. STEM for youth.

Many organizations have supported and run programs for years that have sustainable goals. It is important to bring them on board with the SDGs. Donors must be given reason to trust how their dollars are being used.
Some of the key phrases and thoughts
Time for global action – ambitious, transformative, embracing, inclusive

Shift from stakeholders to rights holders

Robust and inclusive accountability

Accountability by national and local governments

Accountability to the planet, people, and future generations

No country left behind – going beyond borders with development, aid and trade

Don’t hold back half of humanity – human rights for women and girls are fundamental for sustainable development –“We are not voiceless, we are silenced systematically.”

Women as agents of change and development. Not the problem but the solution.

Sexual and reproductive services and choices should be automatic, not political

Empower families to help achieve goals

Lift people out of poverty – new energetic form of business needed for sustainable development – bold action on climate, renewable energy, gender equality, inclusion. Change the prevailing business mentality – by paying the people, not just the creditors. Pay fair taxes, stop international fraud, exemptions and evasions. Tax tobacco – a win win for health and the economy. Stop exploitation.

Voice to the voiceless

Lift the barriers – Urgency expressed over and over that the disabled, indigenous populations, migrants, people of all ages, genders, and ethnicities, mothers and children, the elderly, victims of violence, the ignored and shunned, people with preventable and non –preventable non-communicable diseases, the mentally ill and those with brain pathologies will be included without discrimination in the targets and indicators.

Involve more men in the discussions of gender equality (Cameroon).

Power comes from inclusion.

Need to differentiate between the issues of vulnerable and marginalized people.

Concern that the battle between national governments and Civil Society has resulted in “Forgetting the real people!” – Honduras

Political rights of the vulnerable will follow once they get part of the action (Hungary)

Need for recognition of the importance of cultural identity, cultural and political traditions for the design of culturally sensitive indicators

Highlight the importance of mental health for well-being

Commitment to leave no one behind

Protect the ecosystem by safeguarding the environment in developing nations – check negative impact of industry on freshwater and laws that condone it

Nature = wealth

Risks of inertia

Pay the people, not just the creditors.

ACTION day by day leads to an outcome that touches lives

Webs of interconnections
Methodology
H. E. David Donoghue - These discussions will be considered. Challenges - delicate balance between governments and Civil Society; getting international agreements in line; need to maintain consensus; will to move forward; capacity of national statistical systems – ambitious – must get this right for the indicators.

Investment in National Statistical Systems

Call for intergovernmental committee on salary/taxation cooperation

Tax incentives linked to a variety of initiatives for developing countries

Call for “true” interactive hearings with children and youth and more member states.

A livable document.

Global, culturally sensitive indicators must be developed in collaboration – need for global partnerships – Iran.

Reform – from UN centralized to governance.

Need for all Stakeholders and their resources

Inclusive, participatory, holistic, global, national, local – in formatting and agreeing on goals

Calls for full review of plans and regular opportunities for Stakeholders to discuss related issues

Overlapping goals and crosscutting targets

Goals should be seen as guidelines

Interactive – no silos

Indicator development must be participative

Inform indicators from wide range of experiences of different economic levels of diverse cultures (Russian Federation)

Difficulty of including all of civil society

Find a way to easily communicate information and educate re the sustainable goals to make them understandable to all so that countries and people take ownership of them. Proposals to send DVDs to international universities and high schools and for a global campaign. Raise awareness of the media and use the media for advocacy.

All governments must change policies to align themselves with the SDGs

How to motivate the private sector? How to get the poor to participate?

Power of the private sector to invest in the poor – lended finance

Development potential of remittances and land value taxation as sources of revenue

Mobilize all potential players to reverse negative trends – ie. racism

Demands for the participation of children and youth in furthering and implementing the SDGs

Call for qualitative data on the holistic situation of women to be reflected in the indicators regarding women’s pivotal role in agricultural and domestic and care work without having rights to property ownership

Youth are part of the solution – Not just negotiating indicators, but lives and futures

African Youth Forum – “Go far, go together” “Go quickly, go alone” – expression stated by Ms. Rewan Youssif of the International Federation of Medical Students and the Global Youth Coalition on HIV/AIDS

Building bridges so that public benefit foundations partner for the implementation of the SDGs. www.sdg.org will launch soon

Importance of localizing SDGs

Need stable financial flows to support sustainable development (“green growth” policy).

Use sustainable financing mechanisms (proposed in Turin 2014)

Public private partnership – inclusive, collaborative, increased accountability

Spirituality, culture, solidarity – fundamental to partnership to assure balance

Absolute necessity to collect disaggregated data (including quantitative and qualitative) to break down inequalities and injustices in programs and services

Increase “types” in data collection

Support innovative ideas and initiatives - attract donors

Alliance of science & technology with policymakers. Science & technology form the foundation of policymaking and consequently of human security

Build international cooperation for research and capacity building

Research for each SDG

Feasibility

Readiness to implement

Implementation must be innovative – good sense, good values and good practices

Implementation must involve participatory engagement at all levels

Create a guide of good practices

Start with projects in least developed countries and local communities where they can be tested – Haiti

Start at the grassroots with women

Conflict – Focus on the outcome and not getting stuck on the loopholes (Germany) vs. making sure everyone and their issues are included (LBGT Sweden and others)

“Contract Social” - Jean-Jacques Rousseau – use the concept for mobilizing governments and civil society for sustainability

Include philanthropy in the “contract social”

Model for open government partnership – now 65 countries (US)

USAID – prototype for on-line exchange (US)

Good governance – transparency, rights-based approach, gender equality

Capacity building – empowerment of women, empower youth, especially marginalized youth

Good debt ie. prepaid energy

Role of stakeholders to check and foresee collateral effects

Difference between accountability & transparency and follow-up, review & monitoring

How to keep the promise – continuum of accountability data – national, regional, local (Save the Children) 

Monitoring – constant feedback – use of technology (US)

Progress reviewed – solution oriented

3 tier system of review – national, regional with regional UN commissions and local – motivate Member States

Civil Society - resource for implementation, accountability and monitoring

Review - enhances rights of communities to due process – challenge discrimination and access to rights

Follow-up

Yearly peer review days to promote better balance between high and low level income levels and regions – attention to what is not done as well

ACTION & COMMITMENT

*For background information on the SDGs and to see the themes developed by the Open Working Group on development of the SDGs go to https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdgsproposal
To see the Child Friendly Version in English of the SDGs go to https://www.theworldwewant2015.org/node/480179 There are also versions in Dutch, Spanish, Arabic, and soon French.
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