Pay it Forward this Christmas: 

Donate/Volunteer/Make a Difference for Refugees coming to Greece 
We hear refugees' stories that tear at our hearts every day -- these four resonate with me and it’s worth your time to read them: 

1. Volunteer Colleen Sinsky’s story about a refugee sacrificing himself to save a drowning boatload of refugees and the volunteers who searched through the night to find them all.  Read her Dec 6 post  “Five Stories from Lesvos” at:  colleensinsky.blogspot.gr     

2. UNHCRs Melissa Fleming’s TEDxThessaloniki talk, in which a young woman becomes a hero abroad an overloaded ship carrying more than 500 refugees. http://www.ted.com/talks/melissa_fleming_a_boat_carrying_500_refugees_sunk_at_sea_the_story_of_two_survivors
3. Dr Iris Adler, IsraAID volunteer doctor in Lesvos:  “I will never forget this woman. I remember how panicked and tired she was while getting off the pitiful dinghy after the long journey, resting in my arms. Remember also her happiness when she wore dry clothes and felt a dignified person again. These are the refugees. Remember them.”

4. Humans of New York’s Brandon Stanton photo project documenting the lives of Syrian refugees  and most recently, Aya’s plight which he shared with CNN's Fareed Zakaria:   http://cnn.it/1Nh6NO4 

Several large international aid organizations including International Rescue Committee, Red Cross, and the UN Refugee Agency (UNHCR) are on the ground and are very important in managing the current situation, but the need far exceeds the capacity of their staff and the local municipality – so a network of solidarity has sprung up.  So many of us are unaware of the NGOs, community and grassroots groups, both domestic and international, on the ground in Lesvos, Chios, Samos, Kos and Leros.  I’d like to tell you about their great work.  You can find them all on Facebook, and perhaps your Christmas gift to a loved one can be a donation to one of these worthwhile organizations.

First, and it’s important to note, as volunteer Adam Rosser says:  “international volunteers are overwhelmed by the generosity of Greeks on Lesvos and throughout the country towards refugees and volunteers”.  These Greeks remind us all what ‘filotimo’ truly means.  So thank you.

LESVOS:
Information Point for Lesvos Volunteers:  view post on their Facebook page and www.bit.ly/lesvolunteer to see all the information if you want to volunteer, including short term, including car sharing, hotel/ride sharing, first time volunteer info, crowd management principles, self-care debriefing, shopping locally.  Co-coordinator Zora O’Neill. http://lesvosvolunteers.com/about.us/
A Drop in the Ocean (Drapen i Havet):  A Norwegian Facebook effort by Trude Jacobsen that went viral this summer. They offer full day and night coverage of all 35 kms of coastline where refugees arrive, offer training, maintain scheduled shifts and teams rotating every two weeks.  Accepts volunteers worldwide, and have worked with long-time Lesvos residents.
MKO Agkalia:  Christmas 2009, the year refugees began coming to Lesvos, Father Strati asked his parishioners to join him at the beach and for each family to take in a refugee family because how can we celebrate Christmas with others suffering. “αγαπατε αλληλους” (‘love each other’).  Human pain recognizes no country, color, religion.  Agkalia (‘Embrace’) was founded and although Father Strati died this summer a few days before young Aylan Kurdi, his work continues.  Agkalia shares their warehouse with all NGOs on the island and at northern Greece borders.
Dirty Girls of Lesvos Island:  by collecting, washing and reusing all the clothing worn by refugees as they enter Lesvos, they don’t add to the landfill created by the boats and life vests.
O Allos Anthropos:  An Athens solidarity group offering meals is now also in Lesvos.
Lifeguards Hellas

Lighthouse Relief:  manning and reporting from all the lighthouses and assisting refugees arriving from the sea  
IsraAID:  providing life saving disaster relief 
METADRASI: has the GROUND program, GuaRdianship Of UNaccompanieD and separated children. http://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/dec/13/athens-lawyer-guardian-to-refugee-camp-children  
PIKPA Lesvos: a summer camp for PIKPA’s intellectually challenged, abandoned children is now handling the most vulnerable and traumatized refugees.  They have a needs list for medications. You can contact nurse Dimitra Ippeioti at ipdim@hotmail.com for the latest updated list.  
PRAKSIS:  Assisting refugees in Athens, Lesvos, and northern Greece borders at Eidomeni.
ProActiva Open Arms: Lifeguards from Spain
Sea of Solidarity

Skala Sikamnias Forefront Structure for Refugees

Starfish Foundation-Help for refugees in Molyvos, go to their Facebook page to view needs list, or for volunteer registration. The relief effort provides assistance to those rescued  by the Coast Guard, manages the OXY transit camp where refugees gather before traveling to registration point, and  run the most organized warehouse for donations in Kalloni. http://www.ft.com/intl/cms/s/0/f5169922-9d1d-11e5-b45d-4812f209f861.html 
Team Humanity

Volunteer’s Coordination Team (Lesvos): view pinned post on Facebook page
CHIOS island: Chios Refugee Support International—see Facebook page for all info                     
SAMOS island:  Samos Volunteers-- see Facebook page for all info 

Internationally:  InfoAid, a smartphone app, offers country-specific updates for refugees as they make their way through the EU.
UNHCR Greece isn’t in a position to manage private in-kind contributions or volunteers in the framework of its border activities, since it doesn’t have a UN Volunteers program.  

UNHCR provides a list of NGOs, civil society organizations and voluntary groups active at national or local level, in the provision of direct assistance to refugees in Greece. The list also includes UNHCR implementing partners.   http://www.unhcr.gr/foreis/ 

