Talking points – UN Funding Cut Implications
Background– A founder of the United Nations, the United States has supported the UN's efforts  to stabilize the world and provide a forum for peaceful resolution of world problems.  While it is not a perfect institution, no other organization has the scale, scope, depth, impact and prestige of the United Nations. Through it and its agencies, the US has traditionally joined with other countries to promote democracy, human rights and the rule of law. 

Major Indirect Impact of Proposed Cuts 
· Would make the US less safe by jeopardizing American security and foreign policy objectives, threaten millions by withdrawing vital life saving programs and diminish  America’s overall influence in the world. 

· Will negatively impact the US’s ability to advance its key values and priorities at the UN Security Council and will cede ground to countries that do not share US values and pose a threat to US interests. 

· Would impair relations with other UN member states and hamper the efforts of the Secretary General to reform and streamline the organization.

Direct Impact of Proposed Cuts 
· Will cripple counter terrorism and efforts to stamp out violent extremism. 

· Will hinder efforts through UN agencies to monitor North Korea’s nuclear program and verify compliance of Iran’s nuclear weapon restrictions. 

· Will mean millions more will be facing starvation in South Sudan, Yemen, Somalia and Nigeria. Such starvation creates destabilized countries and mass migrations.  The US is currently the largest donor of food assistance so further cuts would be devastating to populations and countries involved.

· Will mean the main humanitarian life lines  (UNICEF, World Food Program and UN FPA) which support vulnerable populations, mainly women and children, will be drastically reduced.

· Will retard and inhibit global efforts to check deadly outbreaks of Zika virus, pandemics such as Ebola. The US cannot prevent these outbreaks alone.

· Would restrict highly successful public health programs through WHO which  work to stamp out malaria, HIV/AIDS and tuberculosis. 
